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THE BOYOBOY COLLECTIVE

__________________________________________________

WHEN: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month; 7pm-9pm

WHERE: 65 Wellesley St. East, Suite 300
(corner of Church & Wellesley; 5mins from Wellesley Subway Station)

CONTACT: david.yeh@ctys.org
FAQs

What is BOYOBOY (BOBC)?

BOBC is a discussion-based, arts & culture workshop series for gay, bi or queer (GBQ)-identified male youth.  BOBC is a free, drop-in group, offered every second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, 7pm-9pm at Central Toronto Youth Services (CTYS) in downtown Toronto.  
How did BOBC start? 

From 2007-09, CTYS published a quarterly zine called BOYOBOY featuring articles, artwork, poetry, fiction, music, film & book reviews for and by GBQ youth.  In spring 2009, the BOYOBOY Collective was launched as a forum for youth to continue to discover and learn about GBQ arts & culture in a live and interactive format.  BOB has been running since. 
Why offer BOBC?

Many assumptions, labels, stereotypes and clichés limit and oppress what it means to be ‘gay’ - in both straight culture and in mainstream gay culture.  BOB strives to a) raise awareness about these limitations and oppressions, and b) offer encouragement, alternatives and inspiration for youth exploring their own authentic identities. 
Who attends BOBC?

Most participants are gay, bi or queer-identified guys in their teens or early twenties.  On average, 12-20 youth attend any given workshop. Participants are evenly split between regulars, sporadic attendees, and first-timers.  Participants are typically ethnically and culturally diverse.  All queer-positive youth are welcome, regardless of age, gender or sexual orientation.  (   

Who facilitates the workshops?

BOBC is facilitated by two professional mental health counsellors. They’re also regular gay guys with years of lived experience in the LGBTQ community. Occasionally, guest speakers are invited in to present on a specific topic. The current facilitators are David Yeh and David Moulton. 

What happens at a workshop?

LOTS!  Usually, three consecutive workshops will address a specific topic, issue or theme.  The evening’s discussion may be accompanied by: YouTube clips, films, documentaries, music videos, articles and hand-outs, and a variety of games, exercises and activities. A 10 minute break occurs halfway through the workshop.
How do I attend a workshop and what’s my commitment?

Just show up!  Doors open at 6:50.  Because activities move along fairly quickly, late-comers may have a hard time catching up.  Participants are asked to fill in a sign-in-sheet and wear a name tag (you don’t need to use your real name).  If you wish to be informed of future workshops, we can place you on BOBC’s e-mailing list.  Come to as few or as many workshops as you like. There’s no commitment whatsoever.
I’m still feeling a little shy-- what about safety? 

Joining a group you don’t know can be a nerve-racking experience. At the start of each workshop, “Safe Space Rules & Expectations” are reviewed, stressing respect and non-judgement.   Participants are invited to share as much or as little about their personal lives as they like.  Questions, differences of opinion and healthy debate are welcome, but just sitting back and listening quietly is okay too.  BOBC operates from a sex-positive, harm-reduction perspective, encouraging youth to make self-respecting, informed and confident choices for themselves.  There is zero tolerance for homophobia, transphobia, sexism, racism or any other forms of oppression.  Safety and comfort for all participants is a priority for us. 

Anything else I should know?
BOBC is a great place to meet peers and make friends.  Bring an open mind and be ready to learn, and to play and laugh-- things can sometimes get a little wacky!  Snacks are provided.  TTC tokens are available to those who need them.  The site is wheelchair accessible.  At the end of each workshop, a free Raffle Draw awards a queer arts & culture-related prize (DVD, CD, book, theatre ticket, etc.) to one lucky participant.

If you have any further questions or suggestions, don’t hesitate to contact BOYOBOY at david.yeh@ctys.org. 










